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mediate attention in the post-war period. A large number of
small industries have sprung up, working on raw materials
supplied by the Government, to roll bars and sheets of non-
ferrous metals, to make and cast brasses and bronzes of various
specifications required for munition purposes, to make solders,
bearing metal, gun-metal, white metal, etc. Besides such
private-owned factories and workshops, there is a very large
number of government-owned munition, food, clothing and
other factories. These industries have grown and multiplied
without any plan or rationalization in response to war demand.
A fairly large number of such units, like the vegetable de-
hydration plants, are wrongly located from the point of view
of supplies of raw materials, and the goods produced by a
number of other types of units, such as the meat dehydration
plants and clothing factories, may not be in demand any longer
after the cessation of hostilities.
For a country like India, poor in industrial development,
such properties are very valuable. The tax-payers' money has
been invested in them and as such they are assets of the nation.
With slight alterations and modifications in equipment and
after necessary changes in the location of the units, a majority
of them can be converted for the production of machine tools,
radio sets, scientific instruments, aircraft parts, etc. for the
needs of civilian industries and for the manufacture of special-
ized equipment required by the State Railways and the Post
and Telegraph Departments. The manufacture of such things
is a distinct possibility in India. Certain types of telegraph
poles, which were imported in the pre-war days, have now
been replaced by what are known as 'Hamilton Poles' made
by indigenous manufacturers from indigenous steel. A part
of the munition factories which may not be required to pro-
duce such peace time goods may be retained to supply the
needs of our peace time defence forces so as to make us in-
dependent of England for such supplies.
All these problems and plans require careful co-ordination if
they are to yield the desired results. India is just about to com-
plete the first century of her industrialization and the poten-
tialities of the future are so vast that the cessation of hostilities
may really inaugurate a new era of industrial prosperity only
if we could make the best use of the opportunities offered to